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Dr LamPLuGn D, D. Archdeacon of 


Midleſex,and Principall of Albane 
« "Hall in oxford,Grace an Earth, 
and Glory in Heaven, 

Tm AOt to make too wide Gates tomy little 
L| Mynduc ; leſt ſome rayling Zoy lus carping 
Momus , barking Diogenes, critical , and 
| cenſoriows Ariſtarchus , having eies more 
SD quick , and piercing. then . Lyzcews, the 
Eagle, Crocodile, or Epidaurian ſerpent , ſoul except, 
and maunder at this my poore innocent, and firſt borne 
infant; that it was of monſtrous, and deformed thape: 
much like to' Martial's monſter, having the daring, and 
outtacing head of Heer, but the ſpiny, puny ſpider 
legs of Aſtianax, or juſt like to a child ſick of the 
rickets, whoſe head (wels, and growes too big for the 
body : Ieſteerfi,and reckon it my bounden duty,togive 
your W orſhig an account of two things: Firſt concer- 
ning the occ\qp ot my writing this Treatiſe : Secondly 
> 9 CQncer= 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
& ncerning the cauſe of the Dedication, 

The occaſion wasthis: Being at a certain time in 
company with one of my Paniſhioners; he by chance, 
pro more, & amore, inttr diſcumberidum, intey diſcurren- 
dam , put the queſtion to me; whether or no, Chriſt 
w asthe firſt that with fleſh and blood, centred into the 
Kingdone of Heaven. To which queſtion I anſwered 
Affirmatively ; yea, and fortified my Anſwer , for the 
time preſent, with ſome poſitive Texts , and Teſtimo- 
nies of Scripture : but ſoit was, that upon that mean 
occaſion, I could find no reſt in my thoughts, till I bad 
given way, and (cope to my meditations, to dilate , and 
enlarge themfelves, and take a contemplative ramble, 
and vagary, thorough the ſpacious , and pleaſant fields 
of rhe (acred Scriptures ; there to da{cover , and gather 
whar flowers 1 could , for the making up-of this my; 
mean garland, or rather poſiez and the ealergement and 
improvement of my former Anſwer. | 

And that, that prov'd another ſpur to me, to under- 
take this Taske , was for that noman, as'everl heard 
or read of, purpoſely, ex indsſtria traced this ground, 
and undertook this Argument before me : why you'l 
ſay ? becauſe no man yer e're doubted of the truth 
of the sNlertion. But this objection is much to be doubt- 
ed: becauſe as there wanted not ſome who endeavoured 

to rob our Saviour of the prerogative of his Divinitie: 
as Carpocrates, Cerinthus, Ebion, Theodoſian, Photines, 
Arius, that Arrant Heretique ; who prettnded, that he 
had 42. Texts of Scripture to prove that Chriſt was not 
true and perfet God , And as there bye not wanted 
| wet” others 
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The Epifile Dedicaory, 


others who have-attempced to diſpaile ,, and rob-hiaa 
of bis Humanitie,,- as Marrian of Pontas , Saturnipes of 
Antioch, Baſilides, Valentinus, Apelles with his. minion 
Philumela, 4pollineres, and others . Ang as there hath 
not been wanting»others ; who.bave attempted to rob 
him of the integrity, and fingularity of his perſog, as 
Neftorius, who did Dichotomize, cuc him aſunder, ang 
make two Chriſts of him .z 'the one Divine, the other 
Humene : ſo queſtionleſle there have not wanted ſoine 
who have attepred to deprive him of this Preeminence 
of hishumanity;ot its firſt aſcer, &entrance into heavens: 
let Marcion ſtand for inſtance , who taught that Chriſt 
bad but 9z-us rv #9%p#rv, the meer xeſemblance & appt- 
rition of manz & Eut:iches roo, who affirmed that Chriſt's 
Humanitie was quice 4bſorpr, ſwallowed up, and annihi- 


lated by his Divinicy,, - and-fo deprived of all bodily 


aſcent, 8 confequently of the firſt aſcent into, Heaven. 

Bur no true believer, you'l ſay, ever doubted hereof. 
Anſw: Though ir may be granted, that the better, and 
moſt learned (orc of. believers, whom the Apoſtle, Heb: 
5. 12. termes men of full age, who by reaſon of uſe, bave 
their ſenſes exerciſed to. diſcern both good , and evill: ne- 
ver doubted hereot, yet it is to be teared ; that the un- 
lettered fort, and thoſeendowed with mean knowledge 
have doubted thereof, or not firmly , and fedledly be- 
lieved- is, witnefle the queſtion pur to mee that muſt 
needs proceed from doubting or unbelief thereof, 

But be it granted, that. none yet ever doubted of our 
Saviours fit bodily aſcent inte Heaven, yet this diſ- 
courſe, folhe proofe and confirmation thereof is got 
(eſpecially inHeſe times) unſeaſonable , unneceſſary : 

an 


The Epitle Dedicatory. . 


2nd that Phyſuias is.not .to be blamed; that gives ar 
Antidete as well for the prevention, as;the remoy4llof a 
diſeaſe ..and ſuch is che.counter- polition:of this Theſisz 
a barch , a bile, a diſeaſe. inthe. Charch ,.it ic happen to 
be entertained ,.and take pl:ce , and.,quite contrary to 
ſound Dofrine.. They that hold. that zoy man before 
Chriſt. bodily aſcended-into Heaven, :do1n-2-manner, 
and after, a (ore. Uo: Chriſt our, Saviour ; which thus I 
rovVes..-- 7 —__ | 
: They thar rob, and deprive Chriſt of All, or Any 
of his Offices, do-ia 2 manner un- Chriſt -him, for from 
bis, notion, and, inaugurationinito his. O ffices,'of- Kine, 
of Prieſt, of Prephet-; he hath the title , or denomination 
of Meſsias, or Chriſt, 1 7., | | 
But thac. man that holds,that any.man before Chriſt, 
bodily. aſcended into Heaven, doth as much 44 io him 
lies, ſtrip, and,rob Chriſt of his office of Pricfheod ; of 
being our High Prieſt, ir being proper, and peculizr to 
his Prieſthood, to enter firſt into the holy place: viz:the 
Kingdom of heaven,7 here to make interceſtion for ws. As 
* the High Prieſt of the Leviticall Law,firſt of all, and in- 
ſeed of-all ; after he had ended his. Sacrifice withour,, 


entred with the blood thereof within the wasl,to ſprinkle + 


it before the Mercie ſeat , and to make interceſſion tor 
the people, whereas the people ſtood without ; Luk: 1.10, 
AsTthe Apoſtle plaialy. ceacheth, Hcb: 9. v7, 11,12. by 
a compariſon between Chriſt , and the High Prieft of 
the Levicical Law and therefore I conclude, that they 
that hold, thatany man before Chriſt , bodily aſcended 
iato Heaven, do in a manner, and after a i9fUn: Cbrift 
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The Epifile Dedicatory- + 
our Saviour, and'ſo grate upon the foundation:” The 
Theſis therefore that-T have fortified , in this Diſcourſe 
may-berecerved withour fear; refuſed ir cannot be wirh- 
out danger. I anyperſwaded tharthis my Infant ; as ir is 
an Iafaar, and ſpeakes like 2n Infant; ſorwillitbehaveir 
ſelf as an Infant in the world,” that is innocently; if ic 
can do no good, I am confident it will do' no wrong. 

This my poore TraRtate fuch as it is ; whether blind, 
or lame, or maimed, or withered, or any, or every way 
defeRive, do I preſume to preſent, and'dedicare royour. 
worſhip, bur why and wherefore , which is theſecond 
thing whereof I am to render an account. No other 
cauſe, ſcope;end,or ferch have I,but your innzte vertue, 
goodnefle, kindneſle, courtefie poliſhed, and embeliſh- 
edby grace, celebrated in the months'of Alt in general, 
and experienc'd by my ſelf in particular; drawing mee 
with a kind, of magnetical vertue, inviting , and citing 
mee. | 

Ic is obſerved by a learned, and grave Divine of our 
Churth, that God'hath depictared ,/and characterized, 
thofe retulgear,and eminent vertues,and graces, where- 
with he endagd ſome men intheir n1mes. The golden 
eloquence If Chriſoſtome; the milkie vein of Ladantius, 
the'immortall -fame of 4thaneſias, that grand Arians- 
waſtix, the golden wit, moſt great, & profound judg- . 
meat of Aurelius Auguſtinns, the peaceable diſpoſition 
of Ireneus,theDivine truirtulneſs of Polxcarpys,areinti- 

names:the (ame Jot hath befaln you, Phe. 

bei Lampadidqnſtar;tor what is Lamplough , but as it it 
ſhould be ſai m fAtumd©& ror} Sorirt hep mem 2 
as having your ame derg''d from a Lamp thereby to 
intimate, 


TherBpiſlleDedicatory « - 
intithate, thirlike the Baptiſt , you ate 8 buynivg light 
in your life and converſation . Sir, I flatter you noty 
Aartery is a bribe, that I am 2s unable to give, as youte 
receive, I give you no more then your due z and all that 
know.you'will-moſt willingly afford you (o much, 

+ The bare, and naked: conſideration of this your 
200dnefſe, both by nature and grace, hath ſtrongly,and 
irreſiſtibly importun'd mee, and prevail'd over mee;and 
kindled,and enflamed my afteion,and defire,and made 
itto burne (like thoſe ancient Olibian fires , which An- 


- tiquitie(as Iremember )-dedicated to the remembrance 


of their deceaſed Hero's, and BenefaQors) with zeal to 
ſerve you conſtantly,8 perpetually , ee # &+5700 rnadriy, 
as Homer, till death us do part, and in expreſſion thereof 
to dedicate to you this poor Pamphlert , which I-intrear 
you toaccept: this is both the profeſſion, and proteſta« 
tion together with the ſubſcription of him who is 


Sir, F 
Tour Wor ſhips moſt humble ſervant 


to ſerve you in what he may in the 
Lord | 


Nicoitas Gavvsn, 


LL Z0/AC3 
Ch 
== He firſt Argument that I cake to confirm 
"wl my Poſition, I draw , and take 4 Corre- 
Wy (as, fab wirinſque conraris effetFibus, 
& operationibus , that is to ſay, from an 
Analogie , and compariſon taken from 
the firſt, and ſecond Adam, and their contrary effcs, 
workings, and operations. Roms. 5. 12. The Apoſtle 
ſaich, By one man ſin entred into the world, and death by 
{n: not only death cemporal, bur alſo death eternal; 
And in this deatheternal you muſt obſerve, that there 
is a twofold formality, and denominacion, For it is 
not only (as the Schoolmen ſpeak) a puniſhment po- 
fitive of ſenſe, and of ſenſible Anguiſh, Smarr,and Tor. 
ment, but likewiſe a puniſhment privative, and of the 
loſſe of infinite, and eternal joy, comfort, and content; 
It is not oaly incluli@y; an incarceration, incluſion, and 
ell, but it is likewiſe excl/uſ6o, an exclu- 
, and bolting out of Heaven . So that 
n'd agaitſt his Maker, and by fia fell 


| integritie, and perfeftion, he by 
_ B his 


it's P reemigence. 


Ares 
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2 Cbrift's Preeminence. 


his fall became not only the heir of Hell, bur alſo the 
Bandids, and exile of Heaven, and that not only in 
his own behalfe, bur likewiſe 1n the behalte of all his 
children, and poſterity, (who were to ſtand, or fall in 
Him) and that for evermore. 

And this very thing was Typified immediately after 
the fall of the firſt 4dam,by the Lord's chafing, driving, 
and excluding of him, tor his {ſin out of terreſtrial Para- 
diſe, Gen. 4. 24+ The Lord drave ont the man, and placed 
at the Eaſt of the garden of Eden,Cherutins,and a flaming 
ſword, which turned every way to keep the tree of life. In 
this narration there is. no doubt to be made, but that the 
Terreſtrial Paradiſe, did Typifie, and- ſhadow out onto 
us, the Celeſtial z rhe beauty cf the place, the malti- 
plicity, variety, and excellency of the fruics thereof, the 
incomparable, and unconceivable refreſhments, joyes, 
delights, and pleaſures of the Kingdome of God, 1» 
whoſe preſence i the fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
are pleaſures for evermore. Pſal. 16.11. God's friendly, 
and familiar walking, and talking with 44am ( during 
his continnznce in his perfect eſtate ) in earthly Paradiſe; 
That immediate, and Soul-gladding communion, and 
fellowſhip , that God vouchſafeth bis Saints , and the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfett, in the Kingdome of Hea» 
ves, Heb. 12. 23, The tree of life doubtleſs ſignified, 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as Saint John inti- 
mates, Apoc . 22. 2, the driving of CA dam out of Para- 
diſe, the excluſion and ſhucting of himſelfe,, and all his 
poſterity ont of Heaven ; God placing at ; he Eaſt-enq 
of the Garden of Eden,Cherubims, and a #'ming ſword, 
which turned every way , to keep the Way ofthe tree of 

life 


Criſt”s Preeminence. p 
life; the ſtepping, and coming in of God's fiery law, 
given ( as the Apoſtle ſaith) by the Angels on mount 
Sinai, which is ſharper then a two.edged ſword , piercing, 
even to the drviding aſunder of ſoule, and ſpirit , and of 
the joynts, and marrow , and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the Heart. And fo like the flaming ſword 
at Edens gate, turning every way , this way, and that 
way,meeting with every the [eaſtiMerceprible thought 
and contrivance of the heart , either as a right rule to 
meaſure it , or asajuſt Jucge to condemae it, thereby 
to ſtop, and bar man out, from entring into the King- 
dome of Heaven, and eternal lifez by reaſon of an utter 
impotencie,and impoſlibilitie , that ( immediately upog 
his tall) befell Adam, and all his poſteritie for ever to 
performe, and fulfill it: The ſumme of this ficſt Argue 
ment may be given in theſe few words. 

« TheeffeRs, workings , and operations of the firſt 4- 
dam (though direfly contrary, yet )are correſpondent, 
and anſwerable to the working, operations , and eftets 
of che ſecond,as the Apoſtle ſhewes,by divers branches, 
and members of compariſon. Row. 5, For which cauſe 
hecalls the firſt ,4da», the figure of Chriſt which was 
to come, Rom.5. 14. I adde ſecondly. 

But the firſt 44am being the firſt that ſinned, was 
firſt perſonally himſelte; ſecondly, repreſentatively, in 
reſpeR of all his poſtetiry,thruſt literally our of earthly; 
myſtically, and ſymbolically , out of the Heavenly Pa- 
radiſe : thezgfore I conclude, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſecondf{4dam , being the firſt man, and only man, 
that tul filleZall righteouſneſs, in the behalf of his eleR, - 
was likewi firſt £an that opened the gate of 

- 4 Heaven 
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Heaven, entred into that within the vail, Heb.6. 19, 
And took poſlefſion of the Kingdome of Heaven, in the 
behalfe of all his ele! according to that golden expreſ- 
fion of the Church ; in that Hymne, or Song, (whether 
* compiled by. LAmbroſe, or CAuſtin, or both,it matters 
not ) Ivhen thou hadſt overcome the ſharpneſſe of death, 
thou diaſt open the Kingdome of Heaven to AINbetievers : 
And this is the reaſon, that the Apoſtle calls Chriſt our 
fore-runner , which for us « entred into that within the 
vail, Heb. 6.20, And Chriſt {alittle before his paſſion, 
ReſurreRion, and Aſcention) told his diſciples , that he 
went toprepare 4 place for them, Foh.14.20. 


Are.z: # Aſﬀecond Argument Idraw from thoſe words of the 


Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15-20, where he calls Chriff, :he fir 
fruits of thoſe that ſlept : But now is Chriſt riſen from the 
dead, and become the fr fruits of them that ſleep: In 
which words the Apoſtle aſſures us of chree things: Firſt, 
that Chriſt is riſen from the dead, of that there is no 
doubt . Secondly , that be is firſt riſen from the' dead. 
Thirdly, that the reſurreion of Chriſt the head , is the 
ſure plecge, and infallible earneſt, of the reſurreRion of 
all his members : for which cauſe he calls him the firſt 
fruics of thoſethat ſlept, underſtand thoſe latter words 
onely of all true believers; for here the Apoſtle allu- 
deth to the firſt fruits of the earth, that che people did 
offer unto the Lord in the time ot the Leviricall Law, 
which were bleſſed, and priviledged with a double pro- 
perty, and qualification: Firſt, Ot preſeztation, Se* 
condly, of SanQification : firſt ro be offer'q 5f all other, 
ſecondly rb{ ſacrifice all the other fruits ofYhe Harveſt. 
Chriſt, I ay, is the firſt fruits of all belKvers in two re» 
ſpecs, , Firſt, 
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Chriſt”s Preeminence, INE 

Firſt, in reſpe of his reſurreRion , for that he is the 
firſt, that ever perteRy, and fully role from the dead, as 
the firſt fruits, ( as I conceive, ) were thoſe that were ra- 
theſt, and {ooneſt ripe , for is eff primus, ante quem nul- 
las; He muſt needs be the brit in order , betore whom 
there is not another, ſaith Tertullian.li.de carne Chriſti. 
So ſaith Paul, 1 Cor, 15. 23. Chriſt is the firſt fruits, and 
_ they that are Chriſts at his coming : la thisrelpe&t 
the Apoſtlecalls him, the firſt borne from the dead. Col.1. 
18, And tve firſt borne among many brethren, Rom.$.29; 

O0bjet. It ir be here objected , that Eli«s raiſed the 
widow of Zarephtha's ſon to life z and Eliſha the Suna- 
mites ſon from the dead z And #hat hi dead bones quick- 
ned, andraiſcd « dead man that touched them, 10 life,” 
2 King. 13+ 21. which cauſed the wiſe Syracides to give 
this encomium and applauſe ot him; that after his death 
his body propheſied. Ecclus. 48, 13. and therefore Chriſt 
was not the firſt that roſe from the dead. 

Anſw. As before ( by way of occupation, and pre- 
vention) that Chriſt was the firſt that fully,and perfect. 
ly roſe from death to life ; firſt becauſe he alone roſe by 
his own power ; Having looſed the paines of death, for 
that it was impoſſible that he ſhould be holden of it, as faith 
Saint Peter, A#.2.24. And Pasllikewiſe ſaith, Rom. 1.4: 
That Chriſt was declaredio be the Sop of God with power, 
according to the ſpirit of holineſs, by the reſurrettion from 
the dead : whereas the former inſtanced examples did 
not. Secongly, for that he alone roſe viRtoriouſly, and 
triumphanFy over the dead, as a man quite freed , and 
diſengagecyrom it, never againe toreturneto it, nor to 
its bondage Agpd captivitiez ſo ſaith Paul of Chriſt's 
» BJ conflict 
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confli& with death, He led Captivity Captive, Eph 4.3, 
And againe , Chriſt bring raiſed from the dead, dieth no 
more,death hath no more Dominion over him. Rom: 6. 9. 
And Chriſt himſelte Apec: 1.18. 1 am he that liveth, and 
was dead, and behold 1 live for evermore- Whereas the 
former parties, though they roſe from death to life, yer 
was it not to an immortal, bur a mortal life; a lite ſub- 
je ſtill ro the bondage of corruption, and conſequent- 
ly lyable to the law of death,to return again to the place 
from whence they came, viz: the dark chambers and 
receptacles of death, at the terme and end of life: as a 
priſoner may by ſpecial diſpenſation, part out of priſon 
for a while , having his keeper with him, to return, and 
bring him back thicher again at pleaſure, and in due 
time. And this Doctrine is ſtrengthened with the opi- 
nion, and ſuffrage of the Author that beares the name 
of ?«ftine cMartyr, Queſt. & Reſponſ: ad Orthodoxos, 
queſt:85. (?uſtine Martyr's workeit is not, as plainly 
appeares by the very next queſtion, wherein he cites 
Origen , that lived $0, yeares after him- ) for thus he 
ſpeaketh very peremptorily «s 4$«re7%7 7+ 1, d@Supror Coir, 
never was there any reſurreRtion of any man to an im- 
mortal and incorruptible lite, beſtdes our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt , for which cauſe he is called , the firſt begotten of 
the dead, and the firſt fruits of thoſe that ſlept, And this 
is the firſt reaſon, or reſpe , why Chriſt is termed the 
firſt fruits; I ay inreſpeR of his ReſurreRion, 

But ſecondly, ( which makes more to By purpoſe) 
Chriſt is called the firſt fruits, inreſpe of ,is Aſcenti- 
on, and entrance into the Kingdome of Hegzten, wherein 
he bears proportion , and direaly anſyfrs to = firſt 

, vits 
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fruits of the Levitical Law for as the firſt fruits ( as I 
conceive) were ſo called, not only , for that they were 
ſome of the rath-ripes of the Crop; Ex- 22, 29. & 23, 
19- ( for of all living creatures alſo, every firſt borne, - 
That which firſt opened the matrix,was holy unto the Lord: 
Exod: 13.2. 22.29, ) but allo for that they had the 
prerogative, and preeminence of preſentation, being 
firſt ofall others preſented, and offered unto the Lord, 
in the Tabernacle, being both che repreſentation, and 
ſanRification of the whole crop: Rom:11.16, So Chriſt 
likewiſe is the firſt fruits of all true beleevers; not only 
in reſpec of his reſurreMion, being the firſt borne from 
the dead, Colof: 1.18, but alſoinreſpeR of his Alcenti- 
on, and entrance into Heaven ( Typified by the earthly 
Tabernacle,) whither 4s onr Captain, Heb:2.10, Sarcty, 
Heb: 7,22, Fore-runner, Heb:6.20, He isentred 10 ap- 
peare in the preſence of God for us, and to make interceſ. 
ſion to God for us, Heb:9. 24. Rom:8,3 4.T hat ſo being 
made pertakers of his holineſs here, Heb: 12.10. we may 
be partakers of his glory herafter. This is that which 
Chriſt made interceſſion for to his Heavenly Father in 
our behalfe,whiles he was here on earth, Father I will, 
that they alſo whom thou haſt given mee,be with mee where 
1 aw,that they may behold my Glory 70h:17.24. And this 
is no more then reaſon, that he who firſt, and alone 
roſe viorioutly over death ; ſhould firſt of all enter 
triumphantly into life, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Ephef: 4.9, 
10. Hethat g{cended, what is it, but that he alſo deſcended 
firſt, into th{Þower parts of the earth > He that deſcended, 


is the ſame a\{p that aſcended up far above all Heavens, 
Aad v.8. the 7,golile plainly proverh from F: 68. 18. 


Thar 
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That the ground, and cauſe thar Chriſt firſt of all men; 
entred into Heaven, was for that he firſt of all men, tri- 
amphed over death, And led Captivity Captive; And 
no doubt to be made, but that the P(almiſt , by the ſpi- 
rit of propheſfie, pointed at the glorious reſurreQion, 
and aſcention of Chriſt,when he ſaid , God is aſcended up 
on high,with a ſhout, the Lord with a ſound of a Trumpet, 
Pſal.47.5. The ſamme ot-this Argument may be given 
io theſe few words. | | 

That which befell the firſt fruits in relatioff to the 
extply Tabernacle, befell Chriſt in relation to the Hea- 
venly ( tor this cauſe the Apoſtle calls Chriſt the firſt 
fruits,) but the firſt fruits, of all other, were firſt pre- 
ſented, and offered, before the Lord in the Terreſtriall 
Tabernacle, therefore Chriſt of all men firſt!entred,and 
appeared before the Lord in the Cceleſtiall. 

A third — be taken from the Prieſthood 
of Chriſt, and the collation, and compariſon of Chriſt, 
with the High Prieſt of the Levicicall Law: Chriſt is 
the High Pcteſt of all believers,fo we believe,and fo the 
Apoſtle teacheth us all along his golden Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, Now as touching the properties, and duties 
of the High Prieſt, the Apoſtle plainly tells us, Heb: 5. 
1,2. That every high Prieſt taken from among men, is or- 
aained for men, in things pertaining to God ,that he may 
offer both gifts, and ſacrifices for ſins , who can have com. 
paſcion on the ignorant , and on them that are out of the 
way , for that he himſelfe alſo is compaſſ+4 with infir- 
mites. 34 

In which Text, the Apoſtle (as we mayloſerve) ſers 


down five proper Attributes of every«312h Pricft , all 
which 
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which ig moſt excellent meaſure, and after a moſtex- 
cellent manner are in our High Prieſts , the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt: 1, The High Prieſt was a man choſen from 4- 
mong men, ſois Chriſt the moſt perfeRt man that ever 
Was. 2”, He was to Act, and deale with God as an A- 
gent in the bebalt of men, ſo doth Chriſt: There is one 
Mediator butwixt God ana man , the man feſus Chriſt: 
1 Tim: 2.5. 3! He was to offer gifts, and ſacrifices to 
God for (ins, ſo doth Chriſt and as the Apoſtle makes 
the compariſon, Heb:g. 13, 14. If the blood of buls and of 
goats, and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, 
ſandifieth to the purifying of the fleſh; how much more 
ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who ;horough the eternal ſpirit, 
offered himſelf without ſpot to God, purge your conſciences 
from dead workes to ſerve the living God? 4! Every High 
Prieſt muſt be ſuch an one, that could have compaſſion 
- on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way. 
Such an one is Chriſt, Heb: 4. 15. We have not an high 
Pricſt, which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 11- 
firmities, but was in all points tempted, like as we are, yet 
without ſin. 5, Hemulſt be lawfully called, and ordain- 
ed; for no man taketh this honour to himſelf , but he 
that is called of God, as was Aaron: So Chriſt (laith our 
Apoſtle) glorified not bmſelf, tobe made an high Prieſt, 
but he that | aid unto him, Thou art my Son, to + have 1 
begotten thee : as he ſaith alſo in another place ; Thou art 4 
Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchizeaech , Heb: 5, 
5.6, | | 
Now wgereas the duties, and offices. of the High 
Prieſt werewgany, and divers ; 3s firſt to pray. for the 
people. Secomly, to gffer ſacrifice tor fins. Thirdly, 
C to 
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to carry the blood of the beaſts that were ſacrifiged into 
into tite Holy place. And fourthly, and laſtly, there ro 
make interceſſion for the people. Know,and underſtand, 
that ſome of theſe offices he did fulfill and diſcharge, 
without the SanQuary,and ſome within the SanQuaryy 
The offices which he did perform without the SanCtna- 
ry were two, firſt to pray tor the people: Secondly, tv 
offer Sacrifice for their ſins. The offices which he did 
performe within the Sanuary were likwiſe two : Firſt, 
to take and carry the blood of the ſlain Sacrifice into 
the holy place, and ſprinkle it with his finger upon the 
mercy ſeat. Levit: 16 14. Andſecondly to make inter- 
ceſſion for the people. Even the like (for all the world) 
was done and performed by Jeſus Chriſt our High 
Prieſt, who was Ty pified, and prefigured by the High 
Prieſt of the Levitical Law; ſome parts of his Prieſt- 
hood he did, and pertormed on earth without the vai), 
without the Heavenly SanRuary . Firſt as our High 
Prieſt he prayed for us, And 5n the dates of his fleſh offer- 
edup prayers, and ſupplications with ſtrong crying, and 
zteares. Heb.5.7, And ?0h:17. before his laſt Paſſeover, 
and paſſion; and likewiſe in the garden of Gethſemene, 
and upon the Croſle before his death, and departure out 
of this world. 2, After this prayer.for us, he offered up 
himſelfe a ſacrifice for us on the Crofle, Chriſt our Paſſe- 
over is ſacrifictd for ws, (aith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor: 5. 7, 
which ſacrifice being once done, performed, and as 
Chriſt ſaid, Finiſhed ar his death , the thig? day did he 
riſe againe, aſcend, and enter into the moſſFholy place, 
even the Heaven of Heavens, perpetually Steſenting to 


his Holy,and Heavenly Father, the mevit, and value uw 
is 


/ A 
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his owne blood, and bloody paſſion on our behalfe, and 
perpetually appearing in the (ight of God, and making 
znterceſſion for us . The ſumme of this Argument may 
be rendred in theſe few words: 

There is an infallible, and undeniable Analogie, and. 
Correſpondence betwixt the High Prieſt of the Levi- 
ticall Lawzand our Lord and dear Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Apoſtle declareth at large in his Epiſtle to the 
Hebrewes, and ſpecially in the'5, 7, 8, 9, Chapters, Bur 
che High Prieſt of the Levitical Law only, and but once 
a year ; firſt of all, and inſteed of all, after he had ended 
his Sacrifice withour , entred with the blood thereof, 
within the wvaile, to ſprinkle it before the Mercy- feat, and 
to make Interceſſ1on, and Attonement for the people, Exod. 
30.10. whereas the people ſtood without, Luk: 1.10, And 
therefore I conclude, That our High Prieſt, our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , after he had once finiſhed his 
bitter, and bloody paſſion, and death here on earth, 
roſe againe, aſcended up on high, and firſt of all, and in- 
ſteed of all his ele&, in his Humane body, iotred into 
Heaven, to preſent the merit of his deach and p:ſhon 
to his Heavenly Father in our behalfe, and as the A- 
poſtle ſaith, Heb: 1. 3, Sate down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high, there perpetually to make interceſſion for 
them, Rom: 8. 34. and Heb:7.25. Andthis well agreeth 
with that ancieac, and excellent ſaying of S*, Ambroſe 
in his Commentary on the 39. Plalme, where he ſaith 
what is ſogfgoper to Chriſt, as to ſtand by God the Fa» 
ther for anYAcvocate for the people ?. And that. of S* 
Auſtin likeyiſe, pointing more to the preſent purpoſe, 
on Pſlame 64, here bg ſaith , Chriſt isthe Prieſt, who 

C2 being 


Arg, 4. 


12 C brift's Preeminence, 


being now entred into the vail alone, there of them that 
have been partakers of fl ſh, doth make interceſſion for 
us: In'figure of which thing in that fiſt people, and in 
chat firſt Temple; the Prieſts only did enter into the 
Holy of Holics , and the people ſtood without, ;This 
likewiſe is the opinion and affertion of chat famous Di- 
vine, learned and religious F#/k, who ſaith that Chriſt 
was the firſt that in his whole Humanity aſcended.into 
Heaven. Annotat: in Apoc: I 1. Sedt: 4 

' The fourth Argument may be drawne from the Ine 
carnation of the Son of God,and the Aſſumption of our 
Humane nature into the {ame perſonal union of the Son 
of God ; the Humane niture, of our Lord and Siviour 
Jeſus Chriſt : is onely that ſmall bit, lump, portion of 
mans nature in general, which God according to his eter- 
nal decree 8 purpoſe before all time, Eph:1.11,& 3.11, 
And promiſe, and pertormance.in time, Geni3.15, Eſay 
9.6. Joh:1.14: Galat: 4.4. did vouchſate and condeſcend 
in free grace, and mercy to aſlume , and take unto him- 
ſelf, and ſo to become married thereunto in the unitie 
of the ſame perſon, unto all eternitie. Surely this is the 
ſumme and ſenſe of theſe promiſes, Gen: 3.15. The ſeed 
of the woman ſhall break the ſerpents head. And Heoſ: 2.19, 
faith the Lord,- 1 will betreth thee unto mee. for ever, yea, 
I will betroth thee unto mee in righteouſneſs, and'jn jude> 
ment,and in loving kindneſs , andin mercaes : which gra» 
cious, and moſt precious promiſes , though made by. 
God to his ele in. Chriſt, and are inan inferior , ſecon- 


dary, and ſubordinate degree, and meaſureflIfilled, and * 
diſcharged, in all, and each, and every oneSf them-/ tor 


not one of them butin due time by Clriſts grace ſhall 


tread 
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trtad down Satan under his feet, Rom:16, 20- not one of 
them but is betrothed, and eſpouſed to Chriſt in righteouſ- 
neſs for ever: ) yet howloever, primarily,and 10 the fii ſt 
place, are they principally, and completely. tulfilled 1a 
Chriſt himſelf , 77 whom all the promiſes of God are yea, 
aud Amen, For heis that in the primeſt. ſenſe / accors 
cing to the Apoſtles expoſition, Gal: 3. 16.) the ſecd 
of the woman, that doth bruiſe, and batter the ſerpents 
head, and thorough death, deſtroy bim that had the power 
of death, that is to lay, the Devil , His fle(h, his blood, 
his humane nature itis ,in the firſt, higheſt, and ſublimeſt 
ſenſe,that is betrothed, and eſpouſed unto the Lord, in 
righteouſneſs tor everz and in him was this promiſe, 
chic fly,and principally fulfilled, when God was manifeſt 
edin the flcſh, when the word was made fliſh and dwelt a+ 
mong us. {0h: 1.14. This is the ſenſe and meaning of 
that ſoul-gladding expreſſion, and. promiſe, Eſay 9 6. 
Unto us 4 child is borne, unto us a Son is given, oc. In 
which words the holy Spirit joynes, and marries God 
and man together, in the unitie of the ſame perſon,ro all 
eternity ; for what is this child that is borne ? but the 
man Chriſt Jeſus , And what is this Son that is given ? 
#but .the eternall Son of God, Who ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his onely begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 
?0h: 6.16, The ſame is the (ſenſe, and meaning ot thar 
expreſſion of wiſdome it ſelf : *Prov: 9 1. Wiſdome hath 
built her a (guſe, &c: Who, or what is this wiſdome? 
But che eter$al Son of God himſelf, .Chriſt the power of 
God, and the wiſdome of God. 1 Cor: 1. 24. And what 1s 
this houſe chars built? but his humane body, even 
, C 3 the 
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the ſame of which Chriſt by his eternal ſpirit , ſpeakes 
unto his Heavenly father, Pſal. 40. according to the 
tranſlation of the 70, A body haſt Thou prepared me; 
The ſame of which he ſpeaketh co theJewes in another 
place, Deſtroy this Temple, and in three daies 1 will build 
it , F0h*2.19. This is that holy houſe, that divine, 
and Heavenly Temple. So Chriſt and his Diſciples call 
it, 7oh: 2.19.,2\- 18 which awelleth all the fulneſs of the 
Goahead bodily , Colof: 2.9, The ſacred rendeyous ,, or 
meeting place,wherein God and man meet together, to 
hold an enterparle, and treaty aftera long , and morral 


enmity, and hoſtilitiez and to conclude ( both to the 


glory of God,and joy of men and Angels)an everlaſting 


peace. That holy and heavenly Herald S* Paul! thus. 


trumpereth out, and proclaimeth to-the world , that a- 
greement', 2nd.reconciliation, 2 Cor: 5. 19, God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf. Ta this perſonal 
uhion God ſhews bimſelf to be reconciled ro our Hu- 
mane nature; takes upon him torenew it, by deriving 
his righteouſneſs, and holineſs through the humane na- 
ture of Chriſt, as through a channel, or pipe of-convei- 
ance, toas many of the {1n- ſick ſons of 4dam, as he en- 
dues: with true faith to receive it. The Humane nature 
of Chriſt is that little leave», that leaveneth the whole 
maſſe and lump of all rrue believers, by meanes of thar 
is he made to us of God , wiſdome, and righteouſneſs, and 
ſantification, and redemption, 1 Cor: 1.ult: To redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a f"uliar people 
zealous of good workes,Tit:2.14. For if the r'\vt be holy, ſo 


are the branches, and he that ſanifieth, and they that are + 


ſan#ified are one, ſaith the Apoſtle, H&b;2,115 = the 
ame 
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ſame Apoſtle faith, Colof. 1,' 19. That it pleaſed the Fa. 
ther that in Chriſt all fulneſs ſhow!d dwell. And another, 
That of his fulneſs have we all received , and grace for 
grace. Foh: 1. 16. | 

Now thenif chefl:(h, and blood of our Dear Lord, 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, was the fi: of all other, thar 


| theeternal Son of God vouchſafed , and condeſcended 


ro betroth, and eſpoulſe co himſelf, in righteouſneſs, and 
true holineſs; for which cauſe that holy thing that was 
borne of the Virgin, w4s called the Son of God, Luk: 1. 35. 
Shall we think chat the (ame fleth and blood, being thus 
eloriouſly deck't, and trim'd with the robes of moſt 
tull and perfeQ righteouſneſs, and holineſs as the bride 
ficted and prepared for the bridegroome after it had fi- 
niſhed it's courſe here on earth , was not firſt of all 0- 
thers, led home by the bridegroom , the eternal Son of 
God to his own Fathers houſe, ſo to exter into the Kings 
pallace,Pſ:45-15. andto be made partakers of his glory, 
even his own zlory, Luk: 24.26, which he had with the F a- 
ther before the world was, oh: 17.5 eſpecially fince Chriſt 


| himſelf ſo plainly avoucheth, and declareth z That zo 


man hath aſcended up into heaven,but he that came downe 
from heaven,even the Son of man which is in heaven,?oh. 
3-13.The ſumme of this Argument may be recollected, 
and rendred in this Eathymeme, Chriſt's humane body 
was the firſt that had thegrace & honour of Aſſumption 
and perſonal union into the Divine nature, and there- 
fore it af the firſt honour, and dignity of eveRti- 

on,and exal{$tion unto glory. 
A fifth Atgumear is afforded us,from thoſe places of 
Scripture, whergya the A poſtle calls Chriſt che head of 
the 


_ 


Mb 
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the Church, Zph: 1. 22. And hath given him tobethe 
head over all things tothe Church, that we may grow up in 
him in all things which «s the head,even Chriſt, Eph:4-15, 
Chriſt is the head of the body,Coloſſ: 1.18, Now I ſuppoſe 
there is no man (o headleſs, ſo ſenfleſs, ſo ſottiſh, bur 
that he very well knowerh , and underſtanderh where 
the ſite, the place, the poſition of the head in the body 
naturall is. Concerning the fabrick of man's body, and 
it's aſpect, the Heathen Poet cells, Ovid: Metamorph: 
lib: 1, 
Os homini ſublime dedit, Ca!lnmg, videre 
''» Twſſit, erefFos ad ſidera tollere wultus, 


In which Diſtich the Poet intimates unto ys, not on- 
ly the head's perſpicacitie , bur alſo it's ſablimitie.; not 
only that it of all the members, looks up to Heaven, but 
that it of all the members likewiſe is higheſt, and nigh- 
eſt unto Heaven, So the Apoſtle S* Pau/,teacheth, and 
aſſurerh us likewiſe, that the head is the moſt honourable 
of all the members of the body, 1 Cor: 11. 4. and 1 Cor: 
12.23- And being the moſt honourable of all the mem- 
bers of the body, (according to our Saviours 'own Dos» 
Erine. ) Therefore it both deſerveth, and poſſeſſeth the 
higheſt place, Luk. 14. 8,9. And for this cauſe as it hath 
the priority of all the other members in the birth, (o 
hath it the preeminence, and prority in progrefſive mo- 
tion, without doubt it hath in an aſcendent motion 
wherein the head being the higheſt member , muſt of 
neceffiry; poſſefle, and occupie each place}, rſt, and be- 
fore all other members of the body, and Dato, ſed ne 
conceſſo , that Elias was coached by Angels up into 

: _ Heaven, 
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Heaven, yet can I never be perſwaded, that he was car- 
ried up thither, with his heels upward. 

Chriſt therefore being the head of the Church, as 
the Apoſtle teacheth, muſt of neceſſity ( as the head in 
the body natural ) have the preeminence in AU things, 
Coloſ: 1.18, And therefore the priority , and prece- 
dency of all his members, 1n reſpeR of ingreſs, or en- 
trance into Heaven ; otherwiſe he could not, he ſhould 
not have the preeminence in all things, nor could the A. 
poſtle Heb: 6.20. rightly, and properly terme him our 
torerunner into Heaven if any other man did outrun 
him chicher, or run before him , for « eff primus, ante 
quem nullus , He is properly the firſt of all other, betore 
whom there is ao other,(aith Tertul:lib:de carne Ghrifts, 


The fixth and laſt Argument that I ſhall raiſe for the 4rg.6+ 


poſitive, or affirmative part, is drawn, and taken from 
the Dominion, and roialtie of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
C hriſt not only as God, bur alſo as man, an4 Mediatorz 
Is alone the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor:2.8, The Prince of the 
Kings -/ the earth, Apoc:1.5. He is the King of Kings,and 
Lord of Lords, Apoc:10,16. and chap.17.14-The Sonof 
the Eternal God; whom the Father hath appointed heir 
of all things, Heb: 1. 2, According to that wiene(s, 2nd 
teſtimony of the Prophet David, cited by Chriſt him» 
ſelf, Math: 22, 44- The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit this 
on my right hand, till 1 make thine enemies thy footſtoole, 
Pſal:110. zz And all this I ay is Chriſt, not only as he 
is.true GodJll 70h: F. 20. butalſoas he is man, 4nd Me- 
diator, Math: 28.18, For as he ceaſed not to be the true, 


* and eternal Gag, when he was a dcad man hanging on 
-— the 


_ 
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the Croſſe, 4#: 20, 28, So ceaſed he not to be King 


of Kings, and Lord of Lords; even atthe loweſt ſtepof 
Humiliation, when he had taken »pon him the form of 4 


ſervant, Philip: 2.7. For which cauſe the Apoſtle Saint 


?ohnin his Revelation, chap. 19. 16. aſcribeth, and affix 
eth this badge,andtitle of Honour co Chriſt's Humane 
nature, ſaying, That he had on his vefture,and on his thigh 
4 name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. And 
Chriſt himfelf in the daies ot his fle(,and humiliation, 
ſtanding before Pilate, to be examined upon intergato- 
ries, to Pilate's demand, Artthon 4 King ? Denies it 
not, but anſwered Affirmatively,and by way of conce(- 
fion, and grant, thou ſaift that I am a King z to thu end 


was I borne, and for this cauſe came 1 into the world,that 


T ſhould bear witneſs ynto the truth; every one that is of the 
truth, heareth my woyce, 70h: 18. 37. &c: This was the 
end of Chriſt's coming into the world, to preach the 
truth ; is gather his Saints together , Pſal: 50.5. toraiſe 
his Church and Kiogdome, to ſummon his Subjectss 
and 10 gather m_ in one , the Children of God that 
were ſcattered abroad, Epheſ: 1.10, Foh: 1x, 52, 

Chriſt having finiſhed the great worke of Redempti 
on here on earth, which his Father ſent him ro do, Fob: 
17.4- rettitned'thenagain to bis Heavenly Father, trom 
whom he cane, 70h: 166.28. In the name of all hisele@, 
to appear in the ſight of God ; and to take poſſeſſion of 
that Kingdome, which it pleaſed the Heavenly Father 
to confer, and beſtow- upon them, Zu#: 35:32. And 
which he- prepared: for them from the founlation of the 
world. Math: 25. 54. This very thing Chriſt himſelfe 
teſtifies,and intimates to his Djſciples,Caying, Fob: 14. 


2,3« - 


_— —— — — — — 
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2,3. In my Father's houſe are many man(ions, if it were 
not ſo I would have told you, 1 go to prepare a place for you 
and if I go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come againz 
and receive you unto.my ſelf, that where Tam,there ye may 
be alſo. Ia-which words our Saviour comforts the hearts 
of his Deſciples, at his departure from them , telling 
them,that he was even going to Heaven, nevertheleſs, 
that it was expedient for them, that he went away, Jobs 
16. 7. becauſe he went to heaven, to take poſſeſſion of 
that place, and Kingdome, not only in his own behalte, 
that he might raign there himſelf alone, but alſo as their 
Captain, Leader, and Fore-runner, that he might cake 
poſſeſſion of it likewiſe in their behalf, that where he is 
they might be alſo, ; 
The very ſelf fame thing doth Chriſt Symbolize,and 
ſhaddow unto us under the Type , and Figure of a cer- 
tzin Noble man, that went into a far country , to recive 
or himſelf « Kingdome, and to return: Luk: 19, 12% 
here is no donabt to be made, but. by this cerraine 
Noble man is ment the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt ,, by ehe tax 
country Heaven , by the Kingdomie the glorious King» 
dome of Heaven z Dy the receiving of this Kingdome, 
Chriſt's bodily laveſticare into it, when having by bim- 
ſelf purged our fins, he roſe triumphantly oyer death, 
aſcended op into Heaven, and as Lord ,and Heir of all 
things, Sate down on the right hand of the Majeſtic 
on High, Heb: 1.3. far above all Principalitic,and Power, 
Might, anq,Domimon, and every name that is named, not 
only tn thi? world, bat alſo in thatwhich is to come, Eph: 1. 


'21. who is gone into Heaven ( ſaith & Peter of Chriſt ) 


And is on the right bang of Gad, Angcls,and Amthorities, 
D3z and 
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and Powers, being made ſubjet# unto him, 1 Pet: 3.22; 
This is the fixth and laſt Argument for the poſitive 
part, Chriſt as man, and Mediator, being heir of all 
things,asa ſon and heir of his own houſe, took Frſt poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Kingdome of Heaven; therefore as man he 
made the firſt entrance into ir. 

0b: If any here excepr, and ſay, Thoughit begran+ 
ted that ſome men in their body, and in their flicſh, en- 
tred into Heaven before Chriſt, yer this is no diſparage- 
ment, or derogation from Chriſt, ſo it likewiſe gran- 
red, that Chriſt encred firſt in his Humane body as Re- 
deemer, 

Sol: Anſwer, that the grant of this courteſie is ſcarce 
worthrhe acceptation;there is no doubt to be made, bur 
that Chriſt as Redeemer, took firſt poſſeſhon of the 
Kiagdome of Heaven ; for there is but one Mediator be- 
iwixt God and man, the man Chriſt Feſus, faith Paul; 
I Tim: 2. 5. CAndhim hath the Father appointed Lord, 
and heir of all things. Heb: t.3. Bur thus I Argue, and 
reaſon from the former grant; Chriſt of all men is the 
- only Saviour, and Redeemer, therefore he alone, and 
firſt ofall men, in his Hamane body , entred into the 
Kingdome of Heaven. As the Apoſtle S* Petey expreſly 
ſaith,that Chriſt's precious blood was ewr Redemption, 
1 Pet: 1,19,20. So Epheſ: 1. 14. The Apoſtle S. Pas/ 
intimates plainly enough, that the ſame precious blood, 
was the price, and redemption of the purchaſed paſeſio 
of the Kingdome of' Heaven in our behyf: And if 
Chriſt alone 'by his body, and blood, putchaſed the 
Kingdom of Heaven in our behalf, all che reaſon in the 
world , that he himſelf ſhoulq,firſt of «ll bodily enter 

into 


— — —” I ITE > | —_— 
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into it, and take poſſeſſion of it in our behalf. And thus 
much may (uffice for the confirmation ot the politiye, 
and affirmative part, 


” —  —— 


-M The Counter-part of the Queſtion diſcuF. 


Ow for the confatation, and everſion of the nega- 

tive, and counterpart 3 know and underſtand, that 

rhe Scriptures afford no ApodeiQical,or demonſtrative 

Arguments at all; 'and but few, yea'very tew Topical, 

or probable Argumeats to ſtrengthea , ſupport, and 
uphold it. 

Arg. 1. Thefirſt, and moſt ancient that I can diſco- 
ver, is the example of Henech,the ſeventh from Adams 
of whom Aoſes witneſſeth ſaying, Gen: 5. 24. And 
Henoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took 
him, (aith the Text; therefore may ſome conclude, that 
Chriſt was not the firſt that bodily aſcended, andentred 
there. 

Sol: Anſw: By granting the Antecedent , and deny- 
ing the Conſequent, Henoch was not ((aith the Text) 
andGod took him, yet hence it follows not, that he was 
bodily rapt, and tranſported into Heaven withoat difſ- 
ſolution ( as Habakkuk was tranſported thorough the 
wvehemencie of the ſpirit of the Lord , from Juaea to 
Babilon as the Story ſaithy And Phillip from Gaze, 
or thereabouts , to Azotus, AF: 8.26, 40.) For what is 
there in chis?Text ſpoken of Henoch; which cauſe us ſo 

| to thinke , which is not in other places of Scripture, 
ſpoken of other he Saiggs, and deer children of __ * 


| Ce 
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Aad yet from them we never did , not could conclude, 
that they were bodily tranſported into Heaven, Is it 
ſaid of Henoch he was not z and is not the ſame phraſe, 
and forme of ſpeech uſed by Feremy, lamenting the de- 
ſtruion,and deſolation of the Jewes : Chapter 10.20, 
My thildren are gone forth of mee; and they are not. By 
Rachel mY for her children, and refuſing to be com- 
forted for her children, bec auſe they were. not, Jer:31.15. 
And likewiſe by 74cob, coricerning his two tons Teleph 2 
and Simeon ſp is not,and Simeon 1s not. Gen: 42.36. 

And Joſeph's ren to Foſeph Tiving , and Teanding 

before chem, concerning himſelt, ſuppoſed to be dead, 
Gen: 42.15. Thy ſervants are 12. brethren', the ſons of 
xe wan inthe Land of Canaan , and behold the young «ſt 
is this day, with eur father, and ove is not. This phraſe of 


Scripture therefore, he #s not, or, they are not, ſignifies 
nothing £lle, hut-rheullalation , anc cer ot d death of _a man 
departed this life, and by death (eparated,and ſequeſtred 
from the face of the earth, that he may behold man no 
more with the inhabitants of the world. Eſay 38.11.And in 
ſenſe it an{wereth to thar phraſenſed aciongſt'the Ro- 
mans,concerning one dead, and departed out of this lite, 
Abiit ad plures, he is gone to more company z or, he is 
gone to the greater pumber: and that other of the He- 
brews,uſed to the ſame purpoſe, He went to his Fathers, 
or, He was buricd with his Fathers. 1 King: 14, 31. 
2 King: 14.20, Thus the Lord himſelf told Abraham, 
Thou ſhalt | ga to thy Fathers in peace, { And whac 
that phraſe meaneth the wards: followſhg :do ex- 
pound, and declare,) Andbeburicd in 4 goed old Age.. 
Gen: 15+ 15s 0 


< Secondly, 
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Secondly, It is ſaid of Henoch , that God tooke himy 
and what though ? maſt we therefore of neceffitie con- 
clude, that like Chriſt his Saviour, Hewas taken up both 
body and ſoul into Heaven? 47:1, 2,9, 10,11. Why 
then may we not by the ſame rule conclude the like cor- 
porall affamption of thoſe bleſſed Saints, and ſervants 
of God, of whom the Prophet Eſay proclaimes. Chap: 
57.1, where the ſame phraſe is uſed. The righteous pee 
riſheth , and no man layeth it to heart , and the mercifull 


/ are taken 94) (by whom? By none but God: ) none con. 
ſidertng that the righteous is taken away from the evil to 
come. The ſame phraſe, and form of ſpeech doth the 
Lord him(elfe bo , concerning Ezechiel's wife z Behold 
1 take from thee the deſire of thine eyes : Bzecht 24, 16. 
And Jonah to the Lor ihe himſel{:New 6 Lord 
take 1 beſeech thee, my life from mee: Jonah 4.3 .All theſe 
Saints were taken away by God, a5 well as Henoeh yet 
are we not able thence to conclude their eveRion, and 
rranſportation, both in body and ſoul into the King- 
dome of Heaven. In like manner ſaith Moſes of Henoch,' 
God took him; to wit by death removing him from the 
company of men. And the wife man W:ſ4: 4.1 1.ſaith of 
him,that he was ſpeedily takew away, left that wickeaneſs 
ſhould alter bis under ftanding, or deceipt begnile his ſoul. 
Even by che ſelf- ſame forme of ſpeech of all the world, 
and in the very ſame ſenſe, as the Propher E/ay ſaith, 
That the rig 'teous are taken away from the evill to come. 
By the example of Abraham, Gen:15.15. of good King 
Ezechiah,2 King.20,18,19;andTikewifeof King Joſiah; 
2! King: 22. 30 Becedtefroth the time, and age of He- 
11117 he hurch, of _—_ began to be corrupted, and 
the 
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the true worſhip of God to be perverted , by means of 
the converſation , and commixture of the ſons of God, 
to wit, thoſe of the poſterity of Serh,with the daughters 
of men, to wit, thoſe of the poſterity of Cat, therefore 
this ereprion, and aſſumption of Hezech by God out of 
this world, all this while doth not prove his aſſumption 
both in body and ſoule iato Heaven nay the Author 
of that book of Wiſdome,( whoſoever he was, whether 
Solomon or Philo Fudews, I know not, God knowes ) is 
ſo far from thinking him corporally alive , that indeed 
he eſteemeth him among other Tigtiteous men.corpg- 


ally Geads as plainly appeares by what he th 3s, 
y way of application unto Hezoch ; Thus the righteous 
, | 


1 4 e the ungodly which are living. 

0b. Bur though the righteous be taken away, and b 

God, as Henoch was, yetit is to be ſuppoſed, that they 
are not taken away , after the ſame manner, as was 
Henoch, ITeafily grant it, for of him faith Calvis, 'in 
Heb:1 1. 1 ſolito modo Henoch Dews 4 terra ſubduxerit. 
God withdtew Henoch after an unuſual manner from the 
"earth. And of him faith the Author of the book of 


Wiſdome, Chap: 4.10. He pleaſed God, and was be- 
lovedo TY oh, ſo _ Fon amone þþ ſinners he was tranſla- 


ted, The ſame faith the wiſe Syractdes, Ecclus 44. 16, 
So doth Paxl, By faith Henoch was tranſlated, q he 
ſhould not Go death: Heb: 11 .5. 

Anſw: | grant that Henoch was tranflated ; ( for ſo 
- faiththe Scripture ) but concerning the manner how ? 
and the place whither ? Adhuc fub 7udice lis eſt there is 
the queſtion, tor inthe Scripture we read ot a tranſla- 


tion to grace, as well as ofa tranſlation to glory, 1T7- 
Hh ol[; 


P 
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lofſ: x 3, The Apoſtle ſaith, That God hath tranſlated ws, 
into the Kingdome of his deer Son , And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he hath not as yet tranſported us both 
body and ſoale, into the glorious Kingdome of Heaven,” 
That Hepnoch's tranflationſhould confiſt in theeveRion, 
and exalcation of his Humane body into Heaven, I can 
hardly grant, for this (as I conceive) would quite everr, 
and overthrow that aſſertion of the Apoſtle, that Chriſt 


is the firſt fruits o thoſe that ſle pt, 1 Cor: 15. afid that 
other 5 Ae ” Doſtle, Tha CINFIa all is bath 
the preeminence, Col: 1. 18. Yeaand that ſaying of 
Chriſt himſelte alſo, 7oh:3.13- No man hath aſcended up 
into heaven, but he that Came down from heaven, even the” 
Son of man which is in heaven, And it I muſt needs erre 
concerning one, I will rather chuſe to detract ſomething 


from the honour & repute of Henoch, then derogate the 
leaſt jot,or title from the glory, honour, 8 preeminence 


of Chriſt. Sure Iam cha S* Chryſoſtems is ſo far from 
avouching the body of Henoch to be in Heaven,that he 
condemneth it of curiofitie tg enquire what is become 
ofhim, or to what end he was tranſlated. Hom: Hcb:. 


22:6 Je. 31+ Ga : 
. 06: But of Henoch the Apoſtle faith, that he was ſo 


tranſlated that he ſhould nol death. ! LI.5s 

Sol: The ſame faith Chriſt of every true believer, 
oh: 8. 51. Verily , verily 1 ſay unto you, if a man keep 

e ſhall yer every one that 
io Chriſt, and keeps his ſaying, is nor forth- 
with corporally tranſlatedito eternal lite. Itis plain,and 
manifeſt, that theſe words of Chriſt cannot\ be under- 
ſtood of the exemprigns all» 
ry — On 
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Are:2, 


#5 


R. 


on. of eternal g eath ,\as pak appeares by the Jewes 
wer to Our Saviour 2, 52» Abraham is dead, and the 
Pro : yer thole holy men of God, believ- 
ing in Chriſt are truly ſaid by Chriſt not to ſee, that is, 
not.ro feele the ſting of death 3 becauſe in the midſt of . 
death, by true faith, they have a fight of eternal life. 
Fob-8.5,6, ſaith Chriſt to the oro, Tour father Abras 
ham rejoyced to ſee my dates, and he_ſawit, andwas glad. 
- in theformer ſententE, ot to /ce, 1s not to teel 7s in 
the latrer, ro ee, is b fairh to enjoy. | 

A Re Rem at SI BEER Rom the example 
of Elias, of him the Scripture teſtifies, That he went u 
by a whirle-wind into heaven, 2 King: 2.11. Thewile 
Syracides likewiſe celebrates him with this Encomium, 
That he ws taken up in awhirle- wind of fire,andin a cha® 
riot, of fiery horſes, Ecclus 48. 9. He was taken up in 4 
whirlewind of fire,faich the Apocti »k ,bya whirl- 
wind into heguen;(aith the Canonical;and wharthough? 
ſhall we hence infer, that therefore he was tranſported 
body-and'ſoul into the emperial Heaven without diſlo= 
lution ? it doth not follow, we well know, that what- 
ſoever is lifted up from the earth,& that doth encircle, 
and encompaſle the earth , in'Scripture-phraſe, is called 
by the name of heaven, { tor from hence the name of 


heaven is deriv'd, for that it is hoven up above, or from 
the earth, faith M* Yerftegan.) In the Scriptures we 


readof the fowles of heaven, Fob 35, 11. By that can 
be meant nothing elſe but The air”; 2s plainly doth ap. 
pear from Gen:6.7. and Math: 6. 26.compared toge- 
there In be Soares Tikewfe we read of the Stars of 
Heaven, Gen: 22. 17. By He&gven the can —_— 
| els 
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els be ment, bur the Celeſtial orbs; for as.the Emperial 
Heaven, that hath no need of Sun, Moon, or Stars, or 
any of thoſe petty, or iateriour lights , as S* Fohn wit- 
neſſeth in his Revelation Chap: 21, 23. The City had no 
need of the Sun, neither of the Moen to ſhine in it: for 
the glory of God did lighten it : and the Lamb was the 
light thereof. In the Scripture likewiſe we read of a third 
Heaven whither Saint Paul was rapt , which by Paul 


3Gor: 12-4. 70h: Apec: 2..7-And Chriſt himſelf, Zuk: 
23:43-# called ie. Andagain by Chriſt himſelf, 


Abraham boſome, Luk. 16. And his fathers houſe where. 
in are many manſions. ?oh: 14- 2. So that Elias, accor- 
ding to this TrimembredTiltitiaton may be carried in- 
to Heaven, and yet beelevated no higher, and. paſſe no 
further then the air ; yet if this Anſwer ſeems roo poor, 
hungry, and ftarvling ; be it granted that Fl#s was 
traniporred into the higheſt , and Emperial Heaven, 
yet as Paul (peakes of himſelf, and of his own rapture, 
into the ſame place; ſo may I ſay of Elias, whether it 
w4s in the body I cannot tell; or whether it was ont of the 
body 1 cannot tell , God knowes , Still I thinkethe (afeſt 
way wlll be; (that nothing may be derogated from the 
prerogative of Chriſt. ) To conclude that his price: 
turned unto God that gave it; yeelding over 1s boc 

INTUT 1nN0S. Jang Et WILICOME, ang Tom meals 
to be diipoled of, and reſolved as he thought good. 
And why may we not {ay, thi n 
his ſpirits returne into the hands of the tather of Spirits: 
was reſolved into its mother earth by the power of 
God, even eomnIpotent power, ich 


Humane bodies were pygpared, and accommadated, for 
E 2 the 


Are: 3, 


$ Mb 


28 Cbrift's Preeminence. 


the halzapd beaveply Apgels that appeared to 4bras 
ham, Lot, and'Stheas ; ( certainly they had true bodies, 
as" Ippeares by their eating , drinking z the waſhing of 
their teer, and the performance of other Humzne Ati- 
.ons., and this is the opinion of Michael Pſellus, the beſt 
D cemoniſt that ever wrote, ſaith 7oh: Luaovicus vives, 
both concerning Angels, .and Devils, 3s he cerives it 
from the great S* Baſ#/ in his book of the operation of 
Devils; } which immediately _after_the execution, di- 
;ſparch, and Hniſhing of their embaſſage , and diſpenſa- 
tion, were by thelame Almighty power of God.,either 
annibilated,or reſolved into their firſt principles, 

The third probabilitie is raiſed from the example of 
Moſes, and Eljas, who at Chriſt's Transfiguration on 
the holy mount, areſaid to have appeared unto Feſus, 
and to have ſpoken unto bim of his diſceaſe which he ſhould 
accompliſh at ?eruſalems, Math: 17.3. Marc: 9.4. Luk..9- 
30, 31, The objeion as I Conceive may be thus for- 
med, and faſhioned ; in glor 


ro Jelng an the-boly-moun: in. their Humane bodies 
om Heaven : © therefore Chriſt was not the firſt thar 
entred into heaven with humane body , becauſe if the 
two former brought i bodies along with them from 
heaven, 1t is likely they carried the lame bodies along 

with them to heaven. 
Anſw: That this Argument hath contain'din it three 
Articles, or petty queſtions , .Firſt whether Moſes, and 
Fr ADyanred unto our Saviour with true, real, __ 
ubſtantial humane bodies ?_2!,.whet og: they were the 
very ſelf ſame Humane bodies, and earthly tabernacles 
wherewith they were inveſtegsy and ctoathed , _ 
| thei 


% 
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their peregrination , and pilgrimage here on earth ? 
Lhircly, whether broughc thele their bodies from 

eavend ” TIEN 

Though I may eafily grant, that they appeared to 
our Saviour in true, real, and ſubſtantial , Humane bo- 
dies , as may eaftty beconcluded , and confirmed from 
thoſe bodily, and corporal actions , that they perfor- 
med on the mouat , ſpeaking and diſcourſing with our 
Saviour face to face, concerning his death , and depar- 
ture, that he was to accomplith at Jeruſalem : And 
chough I ea{ily grant in a ſecond place, that thoſe true, 
In ſes”; erewith their 
ſoules were cloathed whiles they were on earth; (for 
had their bodies bin others , they could not. properly 
have beenTaid to be Aroſes and Fl: as: ) yer cannot I ſo. 
eaſily grant _ig.the third place, thar they brought their 
bodies along with them from Heaven. Full well I 
know, that it was an opinion embraced by many, yea 
very many of the_Aancient Fathers , that the bodies of 


P—_— —— 


Henoch, and Elias, are reſerved and kept alive ignathud 
manſion bale bigs and ſeparate both from Heaven, 
earth, which they call Paradiſe ; and that they ſhall 
returne, and bodily apPeEXFonhe earth , before the day 
of Judgment ; yea, ati Fohn the Divine, and che Pro- 
phet Feremie too, whoſe death is not read of ; ſaith 
Hyppolitus, It this opinion be true,then doubrleſſe Mo- 
ſes, and Elies brought nog their bodies fom Heaven a- 
long with them to the holy mouanr. 
But leaving that opinion as we found it, concerning 
Moſes , the Scripture plainly concludeth concerning 


him chat his bogg wenr not ro Heaven together with 
. —_ his 


w 
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his ſoul. Dext: 34. 5, 6. there we read : So Moſes the 
ſervant of the Lord died in the land of Moab , according 
to the word of the Lord , and he ( that is either God him- 

ſelf, or an Angel of God. ) buried himin a valley in the | 
land of Moab, over againſt Beth Peor , but no man know- 
eth of his Sepulcre unto this day. And this , as I conceive, 
accalioned that grave, and (olemne diſpute, and contro- 
verſte ( according to S* Fudes Ecclefiaſtical tradition, 
and relation , v. 9, of his Epiſtle betwixt Michael the | 
Archangel & the devil, about the body of Moſes:The devil 
urging , as I conceive, the neceſſity of the revelation of 
the place of ſepulture thereof, that by that meanes he / 


might yeeld the Jewes a copious, and abundant occafi- 

on of committing Idolatry, who he well knew were apt 

enough by nature, to.honour God's faithfull ſervant too/ } 

much,and to negleR his Lord . Contrariwile the Arch | 

Angel preſſing home , the expediencie, and necefſicie of | 
' the concealment of it's place of burial, for the preyen- 

tion, and diſappointing of the occaſion, and introduRti 

on of Superſtition and Idolatry. 

Wherefore if the bony of Moſes went not together 
with his ſoul to heaven, but as the Scripture teacheth, 
remained on earth , then ſurely could he nor bring it—_ 


along with him from beaxen-, when be appeited on the — | 
holy mount; and why may not the amgheladet Engr, | 
that his body by the hand of God's omnipotencie , had |] 
as ſudden a reſtitution at his ſoul's deſcent from Heaven | 
( the very caſe of the ſoules of God's ele at the reſur- 
re&ton) as it had diſſolution at it's eveRion , and tranſ- 
| Porration thither ? Sure I am, whatſoever other men * 

'thinke, the conceipt and opinign of theſons,of the Pro- 

| | i phets 
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phets was,that his body was nor carried up into heaven, 
but rather that the ſþ4rit of the Lord had taken him vp, 


and caſt him upon ſome mountain , or into ſome valley, 


Zl 


which made them (o earneſtly to ſue unto Eliſba: That 


fifty [trong and able men might got, and make ſearch, and 
inquifition after him. 2 King: 2. 16. And thele ſons of 


the Prophets-, as I conceive, were no plain, or ſimple 
men, buceven Prophets themſelves (as man, and ſon 


of man, are all one in Hebrew phraſe) belonging and ap-. 
pertaining to the Schole, or Colledge of Elias, and 
Eliſha, whom a great Antiquary , and Chronologer, 
from prophane writers calleth by the name of Eluleus 
Armagh: Chron: One objection remaineth that may 


be made,that ſeems ſomewhat weighty,and ponderous; 


it1s this, 


— Chriſt had his meſſengers, and fore-runners, his ſer- 
vants the Prophets, going before his face to prepare 
his way before himſelf-bodily, and perſonally oppeared 


in fleſh, and blood here on earth, co gather his Church, 


and enter upon his Kingdome of grace; what hurt then, 
if we ſuppoſe ſome Saints, and holy men of God ,cor- 
porally weat before him as his 2&-/0w fore-runners, and 
meſſengers , before he himſelf perſonally , -and in his 


Humane body entred , and actually took poſſeſſion of 
his Kingdome of glory. 


Area. 


eAyſw: Be it granted , that Chriſt had his meſſen- 5/, 
gers, and fore-runnets, before he came perſonally him- 
ſelf, to plane his Church, to gather his Saints-rogether, 
and to enter upon his Kingdome of grace, yet hence ir 
follows not, that he had any that did fore-run him bodi- 
and perſonally entred into 


ly, before himſ4! bodily , 
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his Kingdome of glory. A neceſlity there was of the 
Aatecedent, but no neceflity at all of the Conſequent, 
For the better, and clearer Nemonſtration of my ſenſe, 
and meaning in this Anſwer, we muſt odlerve,and mark, 
that the whole myſtery of man's redemption,is ground- 
ed, and eſtabliſhed on a threefold foundation - Firſt on 
God's eternal purpoſe beforeall time. Secondy, on his 
free promiſe at the beginning of times Thirdly, on his 
mercifull performance in the fulnels of time. 

The firſt is God's eternal purpoſe before all time : of 
this we muſt conceive thus: that God , to whoſe erer- 
nall knowledge, all things are preſent, and nothing paſt, 
or to come,foreſeeing man's fall before all time purpo- 
ſed to ſend his Son Jeſus Chriſt into the world to re- 
deem him, Fpheſ: 1.9. A: 2.23, ; 

The ſecond is, God's free promile at the beginning 
of time; when immediately upon the fall of 44am, God 
promiſed Chriſt unto him, ſaying unto the ſerpear, 7 
will put emnity between thee, and the womanzand betwten 
thy lea, and ber ſeed: He(that is to ſay, Chriſt the ſeed 
of the woman) ſhall break thy head , and thow [halt bruiſe 
is heel, This promiſe of Chriſt the woman's ſeed , was 
the Goſpel, and the only comfort of Adam, Abel, He- 
noch, Methuſelah, Noah,and the ret of the godly Fathers 
till " =p time of A —_ 

t the time of Abraham, this promiſe was turned 
into 2 covenant with C4 braham, ind his ſeed, and oft 
Limes repeated : "ThIt 79 DI ſced all Nations ſlould be 
bleſſed. Gen: 12-3. and 18, 18, and 22. 18. which pro- 
UE, 20d £venant weS the very voice it ſelte of the 

olpel ; it beinga true Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt as 

; of , the 
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the Apoſtle beareth witneſs, ſaying,Gal:3.7he Scripture 

foreſering, that God would Fuſtifie the Gentiles through 

Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, 

In thee,or in thy ſeed [hall all nations be bleſſed. That this 
promiſed ſeed was meant of Chriſt,and ot him alone,the »of /Z,/Tpm 
Apoſtle puts us our of all doubt, Gal: 3.16, Now to Agnglly {fo £2 


braham and hi (eed were the promiſes maat, he ſaith not, E: _- 
and to ſeeds, as of many, but as of one, andto thy ſeed WE 
which s Chrif . Now this Covenant thus made, and® wels, __ 
confirmed with Abraham , was renewed with Iſaakyromfi one nat 
Gen: 26, 4. and made knowne unto Jacob by JeliS Jn, 53 mate: 
Chriſt himſelf, for that man which wraſtled with Jacob, —fDens Tal 
was none other, but the man Chriſt Jeſus for himſelf Cp 
ſaid, That Facob ſhould be called Iſrael, a wreſtler , and} £ /s | 
prevailer with God: and Facob called the name of the*®7 reoucd—p ar | 
place Peniel, becauſe he had (een God face to face. Gen:d @-) Rd my/h = 
32:28,30.<07, frm fn = (Ret (Rube. t - lor- fi. 2-27, | 
Fe Anon upon t edeath of theſe holy Patriarchs, God ='L=pronuy, IF | 
raiſed up his faithfull ſervant Hoſes, who by God's G al. 3.29 - 
command committed that ro writing , SINGL WIC xc Ather: -Reelt 


rived by tradition, and word of mouth, from Adam t | 
$21h, Henoch, and the other Patriarches ſucceſſively tod={ |. 19. ye- 
his owne time; to wit, the creation of the world; thea res m ofer | 
fall of man; the promiſe of a Redeemer ; the/Genea- | 
logie of Chriſt from Adam : the propagation, pro- 
greſs, and protection of the Church: che fearfull . 
deſtruion, and contuſion of God's enemies:the which 
Moſes receiving from God a forme of eccleſiaſtical] go- 
vernment , upon the top of mount Sinai, confiſting in + 
divers and ſundry ſacrifices of beaſts, and other religious 
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rites, and ceremonies ſhaddowed ont unto the peoplez 
the ſole expiatorie, and propitiatory ſacrifice of that 
true Paſcal Lamb, the Lord Jeſas Chriſt which was co 
come , the ſame Moſes alſo being himſelf a Type, and 
Figure of Chriſt, yeelded torth, and uttered a moſt 
excellent and perſpicuous Phophefie of Chriſt, Dev: 
18.15. The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren like unto mee z 
wnto him yee ſhall hearken, and it ſhall come to paſſe, that 
" whoſoever will not hearken unto my words, which he ſhall 
* - ſpeak in my name, Iwill require it of him. v. 19, The 
- which glorious propheſie of Moſes the Apoſtle S* Petey 
| in that excellent Sermon of his, which he had ro the 
| people, at the beautifull gate of the Temple, concerning 
the lame manreſtoredrto his feet, applierh home to our 
| Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and to him only, 4: 3.12, 13, 
After Moſes ſucceeded Foſhus, the Captain,and Lea» 
| | der of the Lord's people into the Land of Canaan; who 
likewiſe was a Type of Chriſt,the true Michael, Prince, 
, 4nd Captain of the Hoſts of the Lord. foſbua 5.1 4. 

' After Joſbua followed the 7edges, whoſe reſcue, and 
deliverance of the Lord's people, trom the tyranny of 
I - - their temporal enemies, was the undoubred ty pe,and fi- 
. gure of the eternal redemption of the Church; by Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Fudge both of quick and dead , from the Cap- 
- tivitie of their ſpiritual, and everlaſting enemies, ſin, 
ſatan,and condemnation: Tea, and all the Prophets from 
Samuel , and theſe that followed after , as many as have 

ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe daies, Att3.2 4. 
” For David, a man choſen of God after his own hearr, 
| © - being 
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being both a wiſe King, anda great Prophet z foreſaw 
the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, foretold that he 
ſhould be borne of his own loynes, 13 2.11. The Lord 
hath ſworn in truth unto David ; he will not turn fromit; 
of the fruit of thy body will I ſet upon thy Throne: which 
words, though litterally meant of Solomon, yer typi- 
cally, and myſtically, are they fulfilled in Chriſt,as may 
be gathered, and concludedealily, by applying,and com- 
paring them with what he ſaich all along, thorough out 
the 72, Pſalm : moreover he foreſaw,and foretold both 
the natures of Chriſt : Firſt his humane nature, P/al: 
45-2, Thos art fairer then the children of men, Secondly 
his Divine,v.8. Thy Throne O God « for ever, and ever; 
the Scepter of thy Kingdome « arteht Scepter , thou loveſf 
righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs therefore God, (eves 
thy God ) hath anointed thee with the oile of gladneſs 4+ 
bove thy fellows. Likewiſe he foreſaw, and foretold 
both the ſtares and conditions of Chriſt z both his ſtate 
of diſgrace, and his ſtate of glory ; his ſtate of humilia- 
tion, and his ſtate of exaltation -. his ſtate of humiliati- 
on he intimates in thoſe words of his, Pſal: 22.6, 1 am 
| 4 worm and noman: 4 reproach of men , and deſpiſed of 
the peeple , His falſe accuſation , crucifixion , bitter 
death, and blooddy paſſion , with che concomicans cir- 
cumſtances thereof, He intimates in thoſe words of 
his, Pſal: 22. 16, 17, 18. For dogs have compaſſed mees 
the aſſemblies of the wicked have encloſed mee: they pier 
ced my hands, and my feet: I may tell all my bones :they 
look, and ſtare upon mee : they part my garments, and 
caft lots upon my veſture: Math:27. 34, That bitter 

? 2 porion, 
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potion, that they offered him , either in pitty, and com- 
paſſion co ſtupifie him , that he might become ſenſleſs, 
or at leaſtwiſe lefle ſenſible of his tortures , as ſay 
ſome, or elſe in (corne, and derifion, as ſay others, Das 
vid intimates in thoſe words of his, Pſal: 69. 21. They 
gave mee alſo gall for my meat , and in my thirſt they 
gave mee wvineger to drinke. His death,buriall, and re- 
{urreRion heintimares in thoſe words, Pſal. 16.8,9,10. 
I have ſet the Lord alwayes before mee, becauſe he is at my 
right hand, 1 ſhall not be moved, therefore my heart s 
lad, and my glory rejoyceth , my fl:ſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
; wo for thou wilt not leave my ſoule 1n hell, neither wilt 
thou ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption. All which 
words of the Prophet David, the Apoſtle Saint Peter 
applies to Chriſt; and co him alone, A#: 2. 25,26, 27: 
verſes. His aſcentiog he intimaces in theſe words, Pſal: 
68,18. Thou haſt aſcended on high; t'ou haſt led captivis 
tie captive, His glorious eveRion,andexaltation to the 
right hand of his holy, and heavenly Father. He point» 
ethat in theſe words, Pſal: 110, 1. The Lord ſaid unto 
my Lord , fit thou on my right hand , until I make thine 
enemies thy footftoole . which words of David, our Savi- 
our applies to himſelf, 37ath: 2.2. 44. and what ſhould I 
more ſay ? but that from the firſt iſſuing forth of the 
promiſe, from God in the garden of Eden; that a Meſſas 
ſhould come : God never ceaſed inall ages , and genera» 
tions of his Church, eicher by viſions,or expreſs Reve- 
lations, and Types to the Fathers before the Law : and 
Types and Figures under the Law ; and plain, and ma- 
niteſt prediions by Moſes.David,and other ſucceeding 
%-. £ Prophets, 
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Prophets , to point out unto the world the promiſed 
Mefſias, and to give his people aflurance of his coming; 
who propheſted the time, place, and manner of his 
birth : the 2ffli tion of bis life , the kind of his death, the 
glory of his reſurre&on , the deliverance of his people, 
the end for which he came, with all other circumſtances 
belonging co his manifeſtation. The laſt of all,the Pro- 
phers(and that by Chriſt 's own witneſle, Math:11. 13.) 
was Fohy the Baptiſt, who immediately before his 
coming , going before the face of the Lord, in the ſpirit, 
and power of Elias , to prepare bus way , preacht unto the 
people the dottrine of repentance, and remiſſion of ſins, 
ſaying , repent for the Kingdome of Heaven is at hand. 
Atter the voice of this Crier, immediately tollowel the 
eternall word of the Father, in his own perſon, clothed 
with fleſh and blood, to preach redemptionto his peo- 
ple, And here was the full performance of God's long 
promiſe : now then to {it down and reſt , and breath a 
litcle after a long ramble, and chaſe, peradventure ſome 
may lay, | 

Quorſum iſthec tam longo repetita circuit ? What 
meanes this long narration of God's moſt merciful di- 
ſpenſation to his Church, in putting it in minde, ſome 
way or other, in all ages,aad generations of the promiſ- 
ed Meſſias? 

Anſw: That thenecefſity might the better appeare, 
why the Father ſent the ſervants in the firſt place, be- 
fore his ſoa perſonally appeared inthe laſt: ro gather 
his Saints together, and to raiſe his Kingdome of grace: 
theſe he did for theſe Keaſons- 
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Firſt for the better calling to mind, and keeping his 
promiſe ia perpetual remembrance, For ſince from the 
firſt going forth of the promiſe, and the performance 
thereof, in the fulneſle of time, by the incarnation, and 
n2tivitie of the Son of God, fo great a Chaſme, and ine 
terval of time did intercede, as che ſpace, and length of 
almoſt 4000. yeares, according to the computation, 
and account of Beroaldwus ; had not God ſome way, or 
other, as ſaith Paul Heb: 1.1. either by viſions,and reve. 
lations, tradition, Types, and Figures, Propheſies, and 
PrediRtions of his ſervants the Prophets, ſucceſſively 
ſent in all. ages, continually call'd his promiſe to re- 
membrance; and preſerved and kept ir freſh in the minds 


of his people: in all reaſon his promiſe. in ſo long a 


tra@, and duration of time, would have been forgotren, 
and the whole world have fell into. a general, and uni- 
verſa] atheiſme, and apoſtacie : faith unfeigned in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and in him alone, being the undoubt« 
ed, and infallible ground worke, and foundation of true, 
and ſound religion, towards God: ſo ſaith Chriſt to his 
heavenly'Father. 4nd thi is life eternal, to know thee 
the only true God, and whom thou hajt ſent Feſus Chriſt, 
0h: 17. 3: 
7 Secandly, he did it for the ſtrengthaing the faith of 
all erue believers; which elſe through the weakneſſe,and 
infirmitie of the fleſh, had been apr every moment to 
f:ile, had not God in all ages, trom the creation downe 
ward, by ſome means, and meſſenger or other, ſtill re- 
newed, and refreſht his promiſe to his Church : I ſay 
from the iſſuing torth of the firſt promiſe, concerning 
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the Mcfhas, from God in Paradiſe, to the performance 
thereof , there being fo long atrat, and continuation 
of time, as the (pace of almoſt 4000 years: had not God 
continually ſeconded, and backt his firſt promiſe, with 
freſh, and new promiſes to his Church ia all ages ; the 
faith of God's children had bin apt , yea very apt to 
faile: and not without cauſe might they have cried out, 
and complained with David, Pſal:69.3. Mine cies faile 
while I wait for my God and 119. 82, Mine ies faile for 
thy word : ſaying, when wilt thou comfort mee ? and i 19. 
123. Mine cies faile for thy ſalvation , and for the word 
of thy rigbteouſneſſe, And as he doth Pſal: 77. 7,8. Well 
the Lord caſt off for ever ? and will he be favourable no 
more ? Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? doth his promiſe 
faile for evermore ? And for this cauſe God made the 
Saints of all ages, as Saint Paul ſaith, Heb: 6; 12, tho- 
rough faith , and patience to inherit the promiſe , both 
of the coming, and 1ncarnation of the Son of God, that 
ſo both they , and we might be made one, ( Chriſt , as 
ſaith ' Paul. having broken down the middle wall of parti- 
tion between us, Epheſ:2. 14.) Andfo as Saint Petey, 
All of us be ſaved, through the grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, A&: 15.11, We by faith in Chriſt that is come: 
they by the ſame fairh in Chriſt chat was co come. 
Thirdly, this he did co whet and ſharpen the deſires, 

and heighten the hope, and expeRarion of his ſervancs. 
The wiſe Solomon yeelds us a moſt excellent ſaying to 
this purpoſe, Prov: 13. 12. Hope deferred maketh the 


heart ſick , but when the deſire cometh , it is a tree of life. 


In which golden Text, hope is ſet for the thing ho- 
| | ped 
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ped for, as it is likewiſe Heb: 6. 18. And this hope des 
fer'd, and delai'd, ſaith So/omon, maketh the heart ſick g 
that is, to figh,and groan earneſtly, with defire and love, 
and longing atter the thing hoped for. Thus the Apo- 
{tle Saint Paul,"»y a maſt elegant proſopopceia Rom:8, 
21,22, maketh the whole creature, the whole creation, 
to groan, and travel in pain together to be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious libertie of the 
Sons of God. Thus the Church grew ſick with defire, 
and longing ſhe had after Chriſt, Cant: 2.5, and 5. 8, 
Thus 7acob waited for the Lords ſalvation, Gen: 49.18, 
And David longed for it, Pſal: 119. 174. And his ſoule 
panted, and thirſted after God,with as much vehemencie, ; 
and ardencie of delire, as the Hart panted after the wa- 
ter brooks, Pſal: 42. 1,2. Thus: the Prophet: Eſay ma- 

ketch the Church co ſigh and groan after the company, 
and fellowſhip of Chriſt , Chap: 26. 8, 9. 1»the way of 
thy Pudements, O Lord,have we waited for thee: the deſire 
> our ſoul is to thy name, andto the remembrance of thee : 
with my ſoul have 1 deſired thee in the night , yea with my 
[pirit within mee will 1 ſeek thee early, cc: Thus Sime- © 
on earneſtly .looked , and longed for him and all the 
Saints likewiſe, that looked for redemption in feruſalem. 
Lik: 2. 38. And after the ſame manner the Apoſtles, 
both Saint Pasl,8& Saint 7obn, make the whole Church 
to long atter the comeing of Chriſt , and the reſtitution 
of all things. 2 Cox 5-2. Apoc: 22. 17, 18, 20. ThisI 
ſay is the third Reaſon, why the great Lord both of 
Heaven, and earth, ſent ſo many of his ſervants, in the 
ficſt place betore he {ent his only Son: that ſo the world 
% being 

, W - 


z 


a! 


(brift's Preeminence. 41 


being continually informed by the ſervants, and me(- 
ſengers that went before, concerning the comeing of 
their Lord & Maſter that, was to follow after: the hearts 
ofall true believers, might be enflamed with the defire 
of him, and long to (ee that day , wherein Chrilt Jeſus, 
the ae(ire of all Nations, as Haggai calls him, Chap: 2.7. 
ſhould come z ( as the fick- patient thinks every hour 
two, till the Phyfician comes, who he believes will re- 
cover him, ) andat his coming receive him, the more 
joyfully; and glorifie the Lord the more thankfally,for 
that long lookt for was at laſt come: and their etes 
with Simeon, had ſeen the Lord's ſalvation , even the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the Lord of life : who is 1ndeed, as 
St Fohn ſaith, Apoc: 22-2, A tree of life to every faith- 
full ſoul : wm to. the former Aphotiſme of the 
wiſe Salomon, Hape.deferred maketh. the. heart ſick y but 
' when the deſire cometh it. a tree of life. Ptav; 13.12. 
. Fourthly, the ſervants went ſo long before ; before 
the Lord, and Maſter himſelf came, that ſo the diſeaſe 
might have time to come toit'sfull height : for the ag- 
- gravation of Adam's fin; Fhag it pg appear exceed- 
ing finfull ; and the manifeſtation of the corruption of 
our Humane nature flowing from thence; which by moſt 
certain, and evident arguments, of {o many ages, and 


generations, was.ſo far from being betfered, and afnend- - 


ed, that tas parenturs pejor 4415: it [till grew worſe and 

worſe: The venime of £1dam's fia was lo [trong, and 

mortal : the gulf, and whirl-pool of his cranſgrefion, ſo 

unſearchablez as faith auſcu/ws: and theregpon to 

give us occalion, the more "_ and deſ perace the 
| 2 - | iſea 
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diſeaſe was, the moreto magnifie,and admire, the moſt 
Frofonng kill of our Heavenly Phyfiriaf. | ©! 

y. this ws done'for the'declaration ;and'manife- 
ai 2 the moſt wonderfull goodnefle, patience ; nd 
long ſufferance ofthe Lord z who notwithſtanding the 
whole earth was filleJ with violence; 'and all fleſly had 
corrupted rs way, torthe'ſpace of alinoſt q000, yeares: 
yet forbore all hi while ro deſtroy the world , for'it's 
iniquity : and 2s; the Apoſtle ſaith, winked at the times 
of this ignorance ., And in this the Lord performed the 
part of a'atlent, ; 90 dong ſuffering creditor, who ſuffers 
his debtors to ron'of long, ind far in'his debt, before 
he calls for payment, and fatisfaQion z and'ev fe chen 
gives them-mony of his ownto pay the debr : 
ſuffered rh corun'dn'ldfg in $kote with himy at- 
mdſt 4000. years, and rhir'ſejit "btifh'to pay thedebt, 
_ wks Rtisttion) whom" God bath ſer. forth Tobt's 

opitiation , therovgh faith in his blood , to declare his 
"el teouſnrſſe for the remiſitn of fre, that are pp the. 
Y: orb CMCC! 4 F: $6119 is . 

y,and laſfly;' The Farherptomiled'/#h{ſenc 

his Fi 2-2 ſo long fore, before Li ſent at aſt birqu- 
ly begotten Son; for the —_— amplificarion,illuſtra- 
tion , and magnification of rbe honour ;antdignitie of 
his Son, For tlie greater, 'and motenoble the petſod, 
the more the fetvants be ro attend, and yuard himz-and 


likewiſe to run before him , This 2ppears plainly: Firſt 


from that Oracle of Solom: Prov:14-28.1n the multitude 
of peop ople is the Kings honour . This doubtleſſe made 


ras; in pride, glory to number-the people, 
Secondly , from A” ractign to the _— 
( 
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of Iſrae] concetning:the order, cuſtome-, and manner of 
Kings. 1 Sam:'8.14 He will take your | ſans , 4nd appoint 
them for himſelf 1 far his chariats, and y06be\his\har{men; © 
and ſome ſhall run before his thariots . Agd thirdly,from 
CA bſolom's praftice 3 2 Saw:15. 1. who to deglare untg 
the world his pomp, power,and Majeſty , prepared him 
' thariots, and horſes, and 50\men 10 run before him. Now 
if Chriſt had had no mefſengers before his-face; to prez 
pare his way, before he came bodily,and perſonally him- 
ſelf into his Kingdome of grace z the royalcie, ſtate,and 
Majeſtie of this great Lord,and King, both .of Heaven, 
and earth, might: have well, ſeemed lefle, then chat, of 
the Centurion , who had ſouldiers-uader him ; 47d who 
conld ſay to this man goe , and he gaeth ; aug, to. another 
- come, and he cometh, and to-his ſervant do this. and. 
doth 'it: Math: 8 9. This RoyallScace, and M:jeſtie,o 
Chriſthimſelte,:typifies tathe7life yander, the Parable 
of 4 certain houſholder , that planted a vineyard, and. let 
it it out to husbandmen, and ſent his ſeryants-in the firſt 
place, bat laſt of all his only ſon, and 4xir, that they might 
reteive'the fruits thereof * Math: 21, 33; 34+ Now there 
is nodoubrt to be made, but by this houtholder:is meaar 
Godthe Father, whom Chriſt, Fob: x5. 1. calls en haſ- 
bandman , by this vineyard the people of the Jewes(re- 
preſenting the whole Chacch of Chriſt,) whom imme- 
diately'afrer their delivetance out' of the land.of Egypt, 
God' nouriſhed 40, yeares inthe wilderneſſe ; and then 
planted as a Vineyard in 4 very fruitfull hill: Eſay,$.1. 
eventhe Land of Canaan, flowing with milk and hony. 
'Ofthis David fings;and "We Pſal: $1.89 WY 
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bhaft brought 4 wine out of Eeypt , thou haſt caſt out the 
Beathen, and plantedit : thou prepared'# room for it,and 
didft cauſe ir totake deeproot,es it filled the land. By thoſe 
husbandmen are meanit the Scribes, Phariſes,and Eccle- 
fiafticall Rulers, and Governours among the Jews,who 
by their 1mpietie and ill husbandry, prov'd perfidious 
traitors, and rebels, againſt this great houſholder ia abu- 
fing his ſervants the Prophers, who came firſt; andrhen 
in murthering, & ſlaying his own Son,& Heir,who came 
laſt, to demand fruits of his vineyard: and theſe are the 
Reaſons why Chriſt had ſo: many meſſengers , and ſer- 
vants £6” gbe-before him ,/ before he came perſonally 
himſelfeto ere , and raiſe up his Kingdome of grace. 


' Theſe are thereaſons why ( as ſaith Saint Paul) God at 


rdry times, and indivers manners , ſpake in times pa 
non Fathers by the Prophets, ;f in theſe laſt p 
hath ſpokew to us by his Son;whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, Heb:1.1,2. 

Bur though Chiiſt had many ſervancs ſtill going be- 
fore him, before his bodily introduction into his King- 
dome of grace; yet ſtill I ſay, hence ic tollows nor, that 
any of his Saints,8& members went betore him,and pre. 
vented him, before his own bodily induQion, &inveſture 
into his Kingdome of glory. A neceflity there was of 
the former (tor the reaſons before alleaged ) but there 
was no neceflity at all , of the later what neceſſity could 
there be, that Chriſt ſhould have his forerunners in the 
fleſh, to goe before him $ before himſelf bodily aſcend- 
ed into the Kingdome of Heaven? what ? to carry 
news © God the Father, bis holy Angels, and Saints of 
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Chriſts's eryumphane, victory over death , his reſurre- 
Rionz and to inform them z that Chriſt haaſelf would 
ſhorcly bodily appear in his own perſon in Heaven ? 
As Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadoch, ran ſpeedily ro carry 
David good newes concerning his victory over his re- . 
belliovs ſon LA b/olom ? 2 Sam: 1 $8. there was no neceſ- 
firy, I ſay, of all this, God, his holy Angels, and the 
Saints themſclves doubtleiſe by revelation from God, 
knew ſufficieatly, that Chriſt , aſter he bad finiſhed his 
paſhon,ſhould himſelt bodily enter into hi glory, Lu:24+ 
26, For it became him for whom are all things, & by who 
are all things, in bringing many ſons untoglory, to make 
the captain of their ſalvation. ( and theretore their ring- 
leader) perfet# thorough ſufferings Heb: 2.10. Nay there 
was a double necefſicy, that no fleſh , and blood ſhould 
enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, before Chriſt him- 
ſelf. Faſt inreſpe& of Chriſt himſelf. Secogdly in re- 
ſpe& of his members. 

Firſt in reſpeR of Chriſt himſelf, for if any. Saint had 
bodily entred into heaven before Chriſt himſelf, then 
chat Saint had bin the firſt fraits of them that ſlept , 
and not Chriſt . Secondly, in reſpe&t of the mem- 
bers of Chriſt, there was a neceſſicy that ſome 
ſhould not eater bodily into Heaven without others, 
that ſo (25 the Apoſtle ſaith) Some without others might 
not be made perfett, Heb: 11.40, But briefly to recapi- 
rulate what hath been (poken,a neceſlity there was that 
Chriſt ofall men ſhould firſt enter bodily into the King. 
dome of Heaven, tor thoſe 6. cauſes , or reaſons before 
alleaged. 1. Thereby to declarethe Analogie, and cor- 
Fd reſpondence 
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reſpondence between the firſt and the ſecond 4d4m. 
-\Secondly, Thereby to- confirme that Chriſt js the 
firſt fruits. *Tbirdly, for that:Chriſt is'our High Prieſt, 
and'therefore ought firſt, and before all-other, ro-enter 
into the holy place. Fourthly, for that his Humane na- 
ture was the firſt fleſh that God aſſumed z, and therefore 
in all' reaſon. ought it firſt co be glorified. Fitchly , tor 
that Chriſt is the head ot-the Church; therefore to him 
delongeth the Preeminence of the firſt entrance. Sixth- 
' ly, for that Chriſt is the Lord, and heir of all things; 
cherefore co him- appertainerh the firſt eatrance, and 
poſſeſſion of the Kingdome of Heaven, To theſe may 
be added wice coronids in the ſeaventtrand laſt place, the 
confirmation, an4 eſtabliſhment of divers , and fundry - 
expreſle reſtimonies of theScripcures,all avouching,and 
confirming the ſame thing, that Chriſt firſt of all bo- 
dily aſcended,and entred into Heaven. Foh: 3.13. ſaith 
Chriſt, No man hath aſcended up into heaven, but he that 
came down from Heaven, even the Son of man which is 
in Heaven. This one Text of Scripture , quite ſtrangles, 
and: cuts the very throar- ſtrings; nerves, and-fintws of 
all thoſe counter-Arguments'drawn , and'ta om 
the examples of Henoch, Moſes, and Elias, +:18, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Ghriff is the head of the body the Churh: 
the beginning , the firſt borne from the dead, that in all 
_ he might have the-preeminence :which-could not 
oflibly be, it ever fleſh and blood eatred into Heaven 
efore him: and for this cauſe it is that the Apoſtle 
| Saint Paul calls him ovr Ceptain,{or Leader) Heb:2.10. 
| And onr fore-runner. " Whither the fore- runner 
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i for us entred, even Jeſus that is made an High Prieſt 
for ever after the order of Melchizedech, Deo Gloria. 


In all this that I have here written I ſubmit to the 
ſounder, and fincerer Judgement, and cenſure of my 
Mother the Orthodox Church of England. 
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